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INTRODUCTORY 


PREFACE. 


H E following e on an 


1] Act of Parliament, paſſed in June, 
1774, entitled, An Act for making 


„ more effectual Proviſion for the Go- 


« vernment of Quebec, in North Ameri- 


29 


ca. were wrote in the latter End of 


that Summer; and intended for Publi- 


cation previous to the Breaking up of 


the Parliament. 


2 that Parliament bales ſuddenly 
diſſolved, and much ſooner than was 
expected; the Publication was at firſt 
deferred, and afterwards, for very obvi- 


ous Reaſons, entirely laid aſide. 


Tur Reader will pleaſe to carry with 
1 him, 


E-4:3 

him, during the Peruſal of this Trea- 
tiſe, the Remembrance that it was wrote 
before the unfortunate War between this 
Country and her Colonies had broke 
out: — and alſo, that at that Time there 
was not the leaſt Ray of thoſe approach- 
ing Lights of Reaſon and Humanity, 
which have ſince, with ſo much Splen- 
dor, burſt forth amongſt ſome of the 
Princes of the Roman Catholick Perſua- 
fon—ſo highly conducive to the Ad- 
vantage of their Dominions — to the 
Happineſs of their Subjects — and ſo 
much' to the Honour of Human Na. 
ture. 


Tuis muſt apologize for any Stric- 
tures with regard to Popery, which may 
appear too ſevere to ſome Perſons; as 
at that Time, with the Recollection of 
the Cruelties planned and executed by 
Papiſts; with the Hiſtories of SIRVEN 
and Caritas freſh in the Memory; with 
Ideas of that diabohcal Office of the In- 
quiſition, no Man poſſeſſed of the leaſt 
Share of Humanity, could write on fuch 
a Subject, without Expreſſions of Repro- 


| bation and Abhorrence ; and without 
d cauti- 


| 


| ing our Minds to be fo far dazzled with 
the Splendor, furrounding theſe great 
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cautioning his Countrymen againſt the 
Danger of Suffering the Followers of 
ſuch a Perſuafion, to gain too great an 
Aſcendant. A happier and more pleaſ- 
ing Proſpect, ſeems now to open on 
Mankind. God grant it may both con- 


tinue and increaſe !. 


ade 1 quit | this Subject give me 
Leave to ſtate a few Quznes to my 


_— 


May: we not be too o ſanguine i in Gre 
ing our Expectations, of what may fol- 
low, from the generous, humane, and 
truly Chriſtian Efforts, of a very. Few, 
though undoubtedly : auguſt - and moſt 
powerful Perſonages ;-— and ſhould we 
not, with the moſt. intereſted Attention, 
wait the Reception their Meaſures will 
meet with, not only from the Prieſts, 
but alſo from the Laity of the Romiſh 


Church ? 
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of that bigotted, cruel, and perſecuting 
Spirit, which to the Diſgrace of Huma- 
nity, has, for ſo many Ages charadter- 
ized, and marked with yy the 
Church of: Rome ? 


1 we „ too great a Confi- 


dence in her, would it not be prudent 


in us, to wait till ſhe has given more 
laſting and general Proofs, of her Con- 
viction of her former Iniquities and In- 
humanities, than ſhe has yet even had it 
in her Power to give? 


And Laſtly, Ought we too haſtily to 


attribute to an Alteration, in the Tem- 


per and Spirit of that Church, the late 
Meaſures taken abroad which owe their 
Origin ſolely, to the penetrating, exten - 
five, and benevolent Views, of one great 


and extraordinary Mind—The EMyetROR 


of GBRMANY 7 


I MusT here however entreat the Rea - 
der, not to apply theſe Reflections to the 
Att lately paſted, with relation to Pope- 
ry at Home, (which appears to me to 


have been very unneceſſarily the Occa- 


ſi on 


Privileges and Powers, granted to Pa- 


1 
ſion of great Differences and Confuſi- 


ons) as they ariſe from a very different 
Cauſe: and allude chiefly, if not ſoles 
ly, to the very ſtrange and extenſive. 


pilts in North Amertca, by the Quebec 
A&. For ſo far am I from being an E- 
nemy to, nay ſo much am Ia Friend 
to Toleration in general, that I could 
wiſh to ſee it extended to thoſe of e- 
very Sect and Perſuaſion ; and it's Lim- 
its only bounded by the Safety of our 
own Religion and Government. But I 
own, in thoſe Countries were ſuch ex- 
tenſive Privileges have been grant- 
ed, I have my Doubts, whether they 
are perfectly conſiſtent with the Safety 


of either. 


I THINK alſo the Credit given to the 
collective Body of Roman Catholicks 
for the ſudden and extenſive Reformation 
making in ſome Parts of Europe; and 


the Truſt repoſed 1 in them as a Body: 


ought to be in exact Proportion to the 
Temper, Diſpoſition, and Willingneſs, 
with which that Reformation is received 


* the Bulk of thoſe P sople — and the 


Effect 


1 
Effect is has likewiſe on other Roman Ca- 
tholick Powers Events which Time on- 
ly can unfold. THE 
In the Settlement of a Peace with 4. 
mericu, if the Province (or only a ſmall 
Part of what is included under the Name 
of the Province) of Quebec, ſhould re- 
main as a Part of the Britiſh Dominions, 
it may probably be judged not 1mproper, 
to reviſe and examine the late Att for 
the Settlement of that Country. 


INDEED from the Character and 
Conduct of the“ preſent Adminiſtrati- 
on, it is almoſt impoſſible to conclude 
otherwiſe. Founded as they are, on 
Principles the moſt comprehenſive, juſt, 
and enlightened; an Adminiſtration, 
improving the Bleſſings of Government 
at Home—with a Generoſity, hardly pa- 
ralelled in Hiſtory, extending thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings to Ireland cautiouſly enquiring in- 
to the Complaints, and diſpoſed to re- 
dreſs the Injuries of the remoteſt Sub- 
jects of the Briuſh Empire—diffuling like 
the Sun, their genial and propitious In- 
fluence to every Corner, to every Quar- 
* Lord KocktxNGHaM's, May, 1782. | 
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vii J 
ter of the Globe, where that Influence 
can penetrate or extend. It would be 
inconſiſtent with ſuch Conduct, it would 
be unjuſt to ſuch Characters, to ſuppoſe 
even for a Moment, that they would ſuf - 
fer the Canadians to remam a ſingle and 
ſolitary Inſtance, of a People ſubjected 
to Laws and Inſtitutions, fo very differ- 


ent from, and ſo greatly inferior to, thoſe 


Laws by which every other Part of the 
' Britiſh Dominions are governed. 


Wirn ſuch an Aae to ad- 
viſe and execute, with ſuch a Repreſen- 
tative to ſecond and ſupport, there are 
ſcarce any Mealures that can truly con- 
duce to the Welfare and Happineſs of 
the Subject, which may not reaſonably 
be expected. And if it is within the 
Reach of human Abilities, to repair or 
retrieve thoſe Loſſes and Calamities, 


which have ſo cloſely purſued, and ſo 


nearly overwhelmed us; that Bleſſing 
may be expected from ſuch an Union of 
Integrity, Publick Spirit, and Abilities, 
as his Majeſty in compliance with the 
earneſt Requeſts of his People, has been 


_ n FPleaſed to call forth. For 
which 
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which Inſtance of his paternal Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom, is is moſt devoutly to be 
wiſhed, that he may reap the juſt and 
full Reward : — that his Reign may be 
long and proſperous — and that he may 
live to behold the natural and ancient 
Enemies of his Family, Crown, and Do- 
minions, reduced to ſue for, and accept 
of juſt and equitable Terms of Peace. 
An Event, which if natural Means can 
bring about, I know of none more hkely 
to accompliſh, than ſuch a Miniſtry ſup- 
ported by the united Efforts of a free, 
brave, and grateful R 


Tur late great and dy Change in 


the political State of this Country, will 


I truſt, apologize to my Reader for this 
ſhort Digreſſion. 


I navex nothing further to add, but 
the Confeſſion, that, to that Change ar:d 
the conſequent Alteration of Meaſures it 
is owing, that this Performance ever law 


the Light. 


P RINCILES of Government the moſt 


liberal * been adopted, and the Ca- 


nadians | 
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nadians living under ſuch as were ex- 
tremely oppoſite, it was natural to a 
Wellwiſher to Mankind, to a Friend to 
Liberty, in the beſt Manner his Abilities 
and Opportunities would permit, to plead 
the Cauſe of a numerous (and hereafter, 
to this Country probably, very impor- 
| tant) Body of People: cut off from, and 
deprived of, ſome of the greateſt Advan- 
: tages and Bleſſings of the Britiſh Go- 


vernment, 


OBSERVATIONS, 
AND 


REFLECTIONS & 


Py #2 


A 


UEBEC was a French Province in 
2 North America, about fix Hundred 
Miles in Length, and two Hundred in 
Breadth. I mention this Particular be- 
cauſe under the preſent Name of that Pro 
vince, an Extent of Country has beer in- 
cluded two Thouſand Miles in Loh, 
and in ſome Parts almoſt as much 
Breadth. I ſpeak within Compaſs ; * 
it is not one of the ſmalleſt Obje&tions 
againſt this Bill, that ſo vaſt an Extent - 
of Country is included in it, as the 


Reader will perceive by what follows. 
Quebec contains about a Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand french Inhabitants, was 
conquered by us in the laſt War, and 
* up to us by the Peace. And as 
B it 


„ 


it is now extended by the late Act lies 
behind, or on the Back of moſt of our 
Proteſtant Colonies, and excludes their 
Inhabitants from ſettling onwards in an 
immenſe Tract of one of the fineſt Coun- 
tries in the World. As this Country was 
conquered by us, I will relate what we 
were obliged to do, firſt, by the Capitu- 
lation in _1760; and ſecondly, by the 
Treaty of Peace in 1763. 


By the 42nd Article of the Capitula- 
tion, the french General expreſſly de- 
manded, That they ſhould continue to 
be governed according to the Cuſtom 
* of Paris, and the Laws and Uſages e- 
ſtabliſned by that Country; and that 
they ſhould not be ſubject to any other 
** Impoſts than thoſe which were eſta- 
bliſhed under the french Dominions. 
To this Demand Sir JEFFERY AMHERST 
returned for Anſwer, © That they became 
Subjects to the King. 


LA) 


m 
» 


c 


* 


* 


By this it appcars, that, that able Ge- 


neral reſerved a Liberty to the Crown, 
to change the Laws. and Uſages, as well 
as to lay new Impoſts, or Duties on 

the 
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the Inhabitants. Theſe Powers were nei- 
ther leſſened nor reſtrained by the Trea- 
ty of Peace in February, 1763; which 
provided for the Toleration (Note, the 
Toleration only, not the Eſtabli oſhment) of 
the popiſh Religion in that Province, 
and made no mention either of Laws 
or Impoſts. Conſequently in October 
following, when the royal Proclamation 
was iſſued, the Government was then at 
Liberty to make new Laws, or to impoſe 
new Duties. By this Proclamation, the 
Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and all other his Majeſty's proteſtant Sub- 
Jets, were invited to enter into, and ſet- 
tle in this new Province, as well as in the 
other Conqueſts, under the royal Promiſe 
that they ſhould be governed as the o- 
ther Provinces in America were : . 
by a Governor, Council, and Aſſembly 
of the Freeholders or Planters, (which lat- 
ter anſwers to our Houſe of Commons; J 
and alſo that they ſhould have and enjoy 
the immediate Uſe of the Laws of En- 


gland. 


Now let us fee what the Proclamati- 
on lays, 6 And 1 in the mean Time, and 


5 1 7 . d un- 
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untill ſuch Aſſemblies can be called as 
aforeſaid, all Perſons inhabiting in or 
reſorting to our ſaid Colonies, may con- 
e fide in our royal Protection, for the 
0 Enjoyment of the Benefit of our Laws 
* of our Realm of England; for which 
* Purpoſe we have given Powers under 
* our great Seal to the Governors of our 
« ſaid Colonies reſpectively, to erect and 
conſtitute with the Advice of our ſaid 
cc Councils, reſpectively, Courts of Judica- 
ture and public Juſtice within our ſaid 
" Colonies, for the Hearing and Determin- 
58 ing all Cauſes, as well criminal as Cl- 
. vil, according to Law and Equity, and 
as near as may be agreeable to the Laws 
* of England ; with Liberty to all Per- 
© ſons who may think themſelves aggriev- 
ed by the Sentence of ſuch Courts, in 


& all civil Caſes, to appeal under the u- 
66 Tyal : Limitations and Reſtrictions to us 
„in our Privy Council. 


\ 


A 
* 


* 
BY 


80 far the Proclamation; by which it 
appears very plain that Aſſemblies and | 
Juries, And. the Habeas Corpus. Act, were 1 
; promiſed in due Time, and all other Pri- 
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viledges as Englihugen, immediately. 


In 
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In conſequence of this Proclamation ma- 
ny Engliſh Proteſtants ſettled in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, and twenty or twenty-five 
Thouſand others (drawn thither by the 
Pleaſantneſs of the Climate and Fertility of 
the Soil) had previous to the Proclamation 
ſettled in that Part of the Country which 
lies between the two great Rivers, the Olio 
and the Miſſiſibi; and near thoſe Parts 
where the former diſcharges itſelf into the 
latter. Which Country, though it was for- 
merly no Part of Canada, and lies above 
a thouſand Miles diſtant from the City 
of Quebec, is now by this Act included 
in, and made a Part of that Province. 


ALL theſe Britiſh Subjects in conſe- 
quence of the Proclamation, expected to 
enjoy the Liberties and Privileges of En- 
gliſhmen, both as to Laws and Religion. 
But by this Bill the Benefit of the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act, the infinite Benefit of 
having all civil Matters tried by Juries 
(that is by their Equal;) are totally an- 
nihilated, and the popiſh Religion is e- 
Sliſned, contrary to the expreſs Words 
of the Proclamation, as appears above; 
and which vas required neither by 
the Cafitulation nor Treaty, For by 

this 


this Act the Roman Catholic Religion, 
and the french Laws in civil Matters, 
are eſtabliſhed throughout this immenſe 
Tratt of Country; and the Canadians 
themſelves deprived of the two great-" 
eſt Bleſſings an Engliſhman enjoys ſo far 
: G6; the Trial by Juries, and of the Habeas 
Corpus Act totally. Inſtead of which their 
Caules are now to be tried by a ſingle 
Judge, or by Perſons appointed by the 
Crown. And in Caſes of Impriſonment, 

a Man loſes the Privilege of demanding 
to be carried before a Judge ; — of being 
informed whether he is lawfully impri- 
oned or not; and in the latter Caſe of be- 
ing immediately diſcharged; (one of the 
great Bulwarks of Innocence in a low 
Sphere, againſt the arbitrary and high- ſta- 
tioned Oppreſſor, )—inſtead of which, he 
muſt now lie in Priſon, untill he is 
freed by a Goal-delivery. Thus far e- 
ven the Roman Catholics are Sufferers. 
But the Caſe of the Proteſtants is ſtill 
harder, for all thoſe who have ſettled, | 


or {hall hereaſter ſettle in that vaſt and 
extenſive Country (which is computed 
to be capable of containing thirty Mil- 
lions of Inhabitants) are not only depriv- 
ed of the above Benefits, but alſo of the 

| Eſta- 


1 
Eſtabliſhment of their own Religion. 


My Reader may begin to think this a 
ſtrange Story; but I will tell him one 
Thing ſtranger ſtill — It zs d true one. 
He will probably aſk, What could induce 
the Legiſlature to paſs ſuch a Bill as this? 
The chief Reaſons which have been urg- 


ed in Defence of it are, Favour and In- 


dulgence to the Canadians. Whether 
this Bill can ſpring from ſuch Motives, 
my Readers will be able to judge by the 
Sequel. 


THERE were a few Particulars which 
the Canadians were apprehenſive of, and 
in thoſe Reſpe&s were deſirous of retain- 
ing their ancient Laws. 


1/t, They requeſted that the Laws of 
Inheritance and Dower, the Deſcent of 
Lands, and the Methods of conveying 
them, might remain as they were : for 
theſe were Points in which, if the Engliſh 
Laws had been immediately introduced, 


they would have occaſioned great Unea- 
ſineſs and Confuſion. 


2nd 


[ 18 ] 
2ndly, They deſired alſo to have their 
own Laws reſtored, ſo far as the new 


Laws excluded Papiſts from Poſts of 
Truſt. 


Zach. They were apprehenſive that if 
an Aſſembly had been eſtabliſhed, they, 
as Roman Catholics would not have been 
permitted to have compoſed a Part of 
that Aſſembly; and alſo, that in that Caſe 
they ſhould have been obliged to have 
borne the Expence of their own civil Go- 
vernment. For which Reaſons they were 
at preſent rather averſe to an Aſſembly ; | 
but ſtill preferred even an Aſſembly com- 
poled by Proteſtants only, to being go- 
verned by a Council alone—as a Cana- 
dian Gentleman who was examined be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, confeſſed. 
But they did by no Means wiſh for the 
perpetual Excluſion of an Aſſembly. 


THESE were the chief Points in which 
the Canadians wiſhed to retain their an- 
cient Laws and Cuſtoms ; and might not 
the Benefit of the Habeas Corpus Att, 
and of Juries, and even the Eſtabliſhment 


of the proteſtant Religion have been al- 
lowed 


1 
lowed them, in perfect Conſiſtency with 


all theſe n they might. 


To proceed to the Bill — to gratify 
them (or under pretence of gratifying 
them) in theſe Points, they are undoubt- 
edly by this Act left in Poſſeſſion of their 
ancient Laws of Inheritance and Dower, 
and the Government by a Council is e- 
{tabliſhed : but the Laws of France in 
all civil Matters, are alſo wholly efta- 
bliſhed; by which they are not only de- 
prived of the Benefit of the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act, as I have obferved above, but 


they, and thoſe who trade with then; are 


alſo deprived of the Benefit of Trials by 


Juries im all commereial Caſes; in Reh- 


ance on the Benefit and Advantages of 
which; the London and Quebec Merchants 


have given the Canadians ſuch Credit, 
that their Exports have increaſed within 
theſe few Vears,“ to three Times the Va- 
lue they were of formerly. The Laws 
which I allude to on this Head, are 
thoſe of Inſurances —Bankruptcies—the 
Lumtation of Attions—the Proceſs of Im- 
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Co 
priſonment for Debts—and the Trial of 
Matters of Contract, where the Cauſe 
of Action is of a commercial Nature (as 
well as of all Matters of Injury in all 
Caſes) by a Jury. Theſe might certain- 
ly have been retained without Injury to 
= Canadians. As to the Article of Ju- 
, the Priviledge even of the Option 
of one was denied them, though they 
had enjoyed that Indulgence ten preced- 
ing Years, and though that Favour was 
pleaded for with all the Powers of Elo- 
quence, and enforced by the {ſtrongeſt 
Arguments m the Houſe of Commons, 
by Mr. BuRKE. And with regard to the 
Habeas Corpus Act, though it was ear- 
neſtly contended for by a very worthy 
Member, yet it was rejected without al- 
ſigning any Reaſon, and almoſt with Con- 
tempt. 


On the Head of Aﬀemblies—this Act 
of Parliament has directed that the Ca- 
* nadians ſhall be governed by a Council 
6 to be appointed by the Crown: fo that 
4. even the diſtant Proſpect with which they 
might have flattered themſelves, of hav- 


ing one Day a Share in the Direction on 
their 


E 


their own Affairs (a Power which every 
Man muſt naturally wiſh for) is now en- 
tirely vaniſhed. And their temporary Diſ- 
like of an Aſſembly, from which they, as 
Roman Catholics were fearful of being 
excluded, is made the Pretence for depriv- 
ing them of all future Poſſibility of ever 
enjoying the Bleſſing of that Form of 
Government. —Thefe are ſome of the 
Indulgences aneh on * Cam dians 
by 15 Au. W CE ge 


100 the preceding Account, a Num- 
ber of Reflections will naturally ariſe in 
a conſidering Mind; and thoſe not of 
the moſt cheerful or agreeable Caſt. — 
What. a melancholy Circumſtance it is 
to reflect, that, by the Eſtabliſhment of 
the popiſh Religion, an Opening is made 
to Jeſuits, to other popith Prieſts, and to 
Papiſts of all Denominatons, to enter in- 
to, and take Poſſeſſion of this Country. 
On the Contrary, had Popery only been 


tolerated, and Proteſtantiſm eſtabliſhed 


| (which as appears above, would have in- 
fringed neither the Articles of Capitula- 
tion nor of the Treaty) a Number of 
Proteſtants, of which there are perhaps 
C 2 near 
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pear a Million in France would probably 
at Times have paſſed over thither, and 
helped to counterbalance the Strength 
and Number of their .popiſh Countrymen. 
Theſe People, with the Engliſh who 
would naturally have continued ſettling 
there, would in a very few Years have 
farmed a ſufficient Number of Proteſtants 
ta have ſerved on Juries, and to have 
compaſed an Afembly) ar Houſe of Com- 
mons) wholly Proteſtant; without the 
Neceſſity of admitting even one Papi/t. 
The Prieſts as they had died off, might 


have been ſupplied from England with 


Divines of our own Church; and as 
we ule the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Surplice 
Kc. in Divine Service, it would not have 
psen ſo violent a Tranſition; and a People 
ealy and happy in their temporal Con- 
earns, would probably by Degrees have 
been weaned fram Popery.— I ſpeak with 
fame Authority —as knowing it was the 
Expectation. of ſome of the Canadians, 


and that they were not much dilpleaſed 


with the Thoughts of it. Add ta this, 


had ſome little Advantages been thrown 


? Wrote in 4774; 7 
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* the Way of the Papiſts, to have in- 
clined them towards Proteſtantiſm (which 
might have been done without the leaſt 
Degree of Hardſhip to thoſe, who ſtill 
choſe to continue Roman Catholics) this 
probably would have put ſome of them 
on thinking and enquiring; and could 
thoſe two Points have been once obtained, 
could they have been brought into ſuch 
a Train, their Converſion would have 
been half compleated; as to any reflect- 
ing Perſon, the infinite Superiority of the 
proteſtant over the popiſn Religion, and 
the endleſs Abſurdities of the latter, muſt 
ſoon appear. 


ALL theſe Bleſſings and Advantages 
are irritrievably, and (I muſt add) unne- 
ceſſarily loſt and thrown away: as a To- 
leration of Popery would have compleat- 
ly anſwered all that we were either in 
Juſtice or Honour bound to do, by the 
Terms both of the Capitulation and Peace. 
A Continuance of, the french Laws of 
Dower and Inheritance, and a temporary 
Eſtabliſhment of a Council, would have 
perfectly ſatisfied theſe People, without 
depriving both the preſent and future In- 
habitants 
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EEO of this immenſe Country of fo 
many of the Bleſſings and Privileges of 
Engliſhmen ; and without reſcinding, an- 
pulling, and rioting void the Proclama- 
tion. 


Ix ſhort, inſtead af encouraging the 
French Proteitants, or our own proteſtant 
Subjects, we have diſcouraged them; and 
invited Papiſts. Inſtead of giving theſe 
People a free and equal Government ; 
we have ett ed a deſpotic Government, 
by a Preſident and Council of Seventeen: 
which (for ought that is ſaid or implied 
to the Contrary ) may conſiſt of Scven- 
teen People, wholly unintereſted in the 
Welfare of the Colony. Inſtead of leav- 
ing theſe People the invaluable Privilege 
ol making their own Laws; they are to 
have their Laws made for them, by the 
Governor and this Council, all of whom 
will at beſt be Dependants on the Crown; 
and probably ſubſervient to the Govern- 
or, and may have very little, either In- 
terelt in, or Connection with the Province. 
Inſlead of giving Liberty and Freedom 
to the Canadians, and thereby a Taſte 
of the Bleſſings. of Engliſh Gor ernment ; 
we have not only enſlaved them, but re- 

duced 
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duced many Thouſand Engliſſi now liv- 
ing within the Bounds of that Province, 
to the ſame Condition. Inſtead of grv- 
ing Encouragement to the Engliſh Proteſ- 
tants to ſettle in that vaſt extenſive, and 
fruitful Country; we have greatly diſcou- 
raged them from ſettling, and as far as we 
are able, by this Act of Parliament taken 
Care that it ſhall become a Nation of Pa- 
piſts and Slaves. 


Tux Queſtion now naturally occurs, 
Can all this be done for the Sake of the 


Canadians? or, even admitting a moſt 


abſurd Suppoſition, that this Form of 


Government would be more beneficial to 


them, than the Liberty of Enjoying the 


Laws of England, yet why ſhould ſuch 


an immenſe Tract of ſo fine a Country, 


( where Canadian ſcarce ever yet ſet his 
Foot) be ſubjected to ſo wretched a form 


of Government as this, and be devoted to 


the pernicious Purpole of extending the 
baleful Influence, of that abſurd and per- 
ſecuting Religion? No; it can never 


be for the Sake of the Canadians; and 1 


cannot help thnking, that what dropped 
from a very able Speaker in the Houle 
of 
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of Commons, and who was almoſt the 
only one who ſupported this Bill in the 
Way of Argument in that Houſe, will 


give us a better Clue to unravel this 
myſterious Buſineſs. 


* It is an Admonition (ſaid that Gen- 
tleman ) to the Inhabitants of the o- 
ther Colonies, not to go and ſettle in 
this new Province, leſt they ſhould be- 
come ſubject to a Government they 
will not like, to Laws which they do 
not know, and to live amongſt a People 
hrofeſſing a Religion they do not ap- 
© prove.” This is the only Thread to 
lead us out of this Labyrinth, and to ac- 
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count for this wonderful Phænomenon 
in Politics —A FREE PROTESTANT Go- 


VERNMENT, ESTABLISHING POPERY 
AND OLAVERY. 


Tut Adminiſtration ® are jealous of 


the American Proteſtants, they wiſh to 


confine them within as narrow Bounds, 


and to keep them at as great a Diltance 


from the Canadians as poſlible, hey 


* The Miniſtry of 1774. 
with 
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wiſh to preſerve the latter as a Kind 
of Check and Controul over the former, 
which muſt neceſſarily induce thoſe Peo- 
ple to look upon the Canadians with a 
Jealous Eye; as a Guard kept over them 
and ready on every Occaſion to execute 
the Mandates of an arbitrary Adminiſtra- 

tion. But as the Proteſtants are above 
two- Millions, and the Canadians not a- 
bove a ſixteenth Part of that Number, 


| ſhould our preſent unhappy Differences 


with the Colonies (which God in his in- 
finite Goodneſs avert) terminate in diſu- 
niting any Part of America from Great 
Britain, and leaving them independent 
States, is it improbable that the very firſt 
Expedition they would undertake, would 
be the Conqueſt of Canada; as they 
would probably look upon the People 
of that Province, both from their Form 
of Government and Religion, and from 
the obvious Uſes which might be made 
of both, as their natural Enemies?“ And 
ſhould the Expedition ſucceed, what 
Treatment could the Canadians expect? 
Nothing leſs than a jealous Excluſion 


* They did ſo in 1776. 
| D from_ 
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from Poſts of Truſt on Profit—a e 
of the Laws and Cuſtoms of their Coun- 
try—and in fine, a ſudden and violent 
Alteration in their whole Conſtitution, in 
a much rougher Manner than would have 
been done by the Authority of Great Bri- 
tain, if Adminiſtration had perſevered in 
their firſt and more natural Plan of Poli- 


cy; of bringing the Canadians by inſen- 


ſible Degrees, to a Reſemblance of the 
other Subjects of the Crown, in Religi- 
on, Laws, and Government. And it is 
almoſt unneceſſary to aſk, whether this 
can be for the Benefit of the Canadians ? 


THest, and a Thouſand other natural 
and obvious Reflections ariſe from the 
Tendency of this unfortuuate Bill. A- 
gainſt which, though many other Objec- 

ions might be brought, yet I believe 

Enough has been ſaid to convince my 
Readers, of the abſolute Neceſſity of Re- 
pealing it; and of eſtabliſhing the Pro- 
vince 1 ſome better Form of Go-— 
vernment. 


As the different Provinces in America 


were in general at Variance with each 
other, 
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other, and Friends to Great Britain be- 
fore the late unhappy Meaſures were a- 
dopted; which, as they were the Off- 
ſpring of narrow confined Views in Po- 
litics; and have been, and ſtill are at- 
tended with ſuch ſatal Effects in both 
Countries; I can ſee no Reaſon why we 
may not expect a Change in them, and 
that better and more ſalutary Meaſures 
will at Length be purſued. And as there 
may yet * be found on both Sides of the 
Atlantic, Temper and Wiſdom ſufficient 
to eſtabliſh on a ſolid Foundation, a firm 
and laſting Friendſhip between both Coun- 
tries, ſo much to the mutual Advantage of 
both; ſhould this happy Ara once arrive 
(and ſhould it not, adieu to the Gran- 
deur, Proſperity, and Power of Great 
Britain) and the Americans ſhould once 
more return to that Affection and Regard 
to their Mother Country, which before 
theſe unhappy Proceedings they always 
bore towards h-r—what Occaſion, what 
poſſible Pretence can there remain for the 
Continuance of this unconſtitutional Bill? 


* In the Year 1774, beſore the firſt Gun was 
fired, in this ruinvu>, unfortunate War, 


Which— 
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Which—as Friends to Great Britain, to 
the Colonies, nay even to the Canadians 


themſelves ; as Friends to Reaſon, Liber- 
ty, and true Religion; I cannot doubt 


tant, will moſt ſincerely join with me in 
- wiſhing to behold that Day, which ſhall 
bring with it it's total and abſolute Re- 
peal.- 88 
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but every Engliſhman, every true Proteſ- 
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